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Islam 3.6 The Mosque in the Community
Objectives: Understand the role of the Mosque in the community.
Education: Many mosques run a Madrassah (or school) in the evenings and
weekends. Here children can learn Arabic and how to recite the Qur’an.
They are also taught how to be good Muslims. Their Islamic education can
include the basics of belief, cleanliness, good manners, as well as
knowledge of prayer and fasting and so on. This is vitally important
because such education is not available in local state schools. Each new
generation has to be taught Islam so it can pass on to the next. NonMuslims too need to know about Islam and are therefore provided with
leaflets, books and audios that teach them about Islam.
Social events and funerals: Mosques often have kitchens where food can
be prepared and large rooms which can be used by the local community for
Eid events, ‘aqeeqahs (when a sheep is slaughtered, cooked and eaten after
a child in born) and marriages. Many mosques also have a place set aside as
a mortuary where the dead body is washed, shrouded, prepared for the
funeral (janāzah) and burial. The Salafi Mosque (Small Heath Birmingham)
and Masjid as-Sunnah (Aston Birmingham) are currently setting up such
facilities. Some mosques have a fully equipped vehicle on standby to collect
the body after death. They can usually carry out burials on the same day in
almost any local Muslim cemetery, so long as the legal formalities are
complete. The mosque can provide a full service for men and women that
complies with the Sharee’ah law.
The mosque and the wider community: A purpose built mosque is a very
public statement about what Islam is and what it stands for. The
worshippers who go to the Mosque are expected to act as representatives
for Islam. They also have a shared duty to introduce others to Islam by
informing them about its teachings and practices. Many Mosques invite
non-Muslim visitors and provide visiting speakers for schools, colleges,
universities, radio stations and television channels. They may host websites
(salafimasjid.com) and broadcast radio programmes (salafiradio.com and
salafisounds.com), especially during the month of Ramadān. A Muslim
community radio station may provide children’s’ shows, quizzes, prayer
sessions and Qur’an classes. At the Salafi Mosque in Small Heath there is
something going on every day of the week:
Friday: 1pm Khutbah and prayer; 7.30pm Teachings in Tawheed
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Saturday: 9am Women’s Arabic/Quran; 11am Women’s Islamic Studies;
1.30pm Somali language class; 5pm Arabic and Quran for men; 7.30pm
Hadith studies
Sunday: 9am Women’s Arabic/Quran; 12pm Women’s Islamic Studies
Monday: 5-7pm Children’s Quran; 7.30pm Quranic studies class
Tuesday: 5-7pm Children’s Quran; 7.30pm Islamic studies class
Wednesday: 5-7pm Children’s Quran; 7.30pm Islamic regulations of
worship
Thursday: 5-7pm Children’s Quran; 7.30pm The Islamic creed class
Other Services Provided by the Salafi Mosque and Masjid as-Sunnah:
•
•
•
•
•

Marriage ceremonies
Marriage counselling
Telephone questions, help and guidance line
Funeral service
Islam embracing service for those interested in committing
themselves to Islamic faith.

The Salafi Mosque has a full-time school next to it for nearly 200 primary
age Muslim girls and boys. It is referred to as a ‘madrassah’ in Arabic, which
means a school where Muslims study. There is also Redstone Academy
which is registered as a Secondary School.
Study tip: Make sure that you learn examples of the different services that
mosques provide so that you can explain your answers fully.
Research activity: Find out more about Muslim funeral customs (you can
find a leaflet on abukhadeejah.com: search for ‘funeral’).
Questions:
1. Make a spider diagram showing all the different activities that may
take place in a mosque.
2. Explain how the mosque helps to educate young Muslims.
3. List and explain two services that the mosque provides for the Muslim
community.
4. Explain how the mosque helps non-Muslims to find out about Islam.
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